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Artistic 
Research  

Virgile Abela explores "the worlds of sound" in visual art and music creation, art-science research, 

digital art and live performance, through three relationships to time: 

 

[time-landscape_ time-duration_ time-memory] 

 

He conducts this transdisciplinary research by designing acoustic or amplified instruments and elec-

tronic or robotic devices dedicated to contemporary creation alongside researchers, technicians and 

other artists on a European scale. His work seeks a certain state of vibratory grace, through the 

concept of flux.  

 

His projects are conceived as ecosystems in encounter with living things, in resonance with the en-

vironment from which they emanate. Their manifestations offer an aesthetic experience of immate-

riality in a hollistic approach to the sound environment, questioning our relationship to the world in 

the ambivalence of nature and culture.



NOWHERE 
Installation 1999

NOWHERE, an installation shown at the Galerie Roulette in Marseille, represents the genesis of an 

unfinished investigation into time, space and vibration.  

Its title, borrowed from the Swiss artist Markus Raetz, means here and now or nowhere, depending 

on whether you consider the caesura before or after the 'w'. This anagram echoes the distortion of 

time and space sought in the experience of dissociating sight and hearing offered to the spectator: 

a 210 m3 room whose walls, floor and ceiling are covered in stretched white cotton, and gradually 

saturated with white light. Dazzled visitors move through an empty space, behind which 8 hidden 

loudspeakers spatialise a sound composition based on recordings of heavy objects in the process 

of falling, smashing into the floor or walls under the effect of gravity revealed by the sound, like a 

fall heralding a premonitory dystopia...



ACOUSTIC PENDULUM 
sound art 2021

ACOUSTIC PENDULUM s an autonomous, generative installation that correlates acoustics and gravity. 

From lines to ellipses, the pendulum redraws the architectural contours of the space that the visitor 

discovers, listening to an "infinite song" resulting from feedback finely modulated by movement. In 

a dance without beginning or end between equilibrium and chaos, Acoustic Pendulum offers us a 

sensitive and contemplative experience in symbiosis with gravity.  

photo @ Neil Jarvie

ACOUSTIC PENDULUM is the fruit of art science research with researchers from the MAS Platform at 

the CNRS's LMA (Mechanics and Acoustics Laboratory) in Marseille since 2017, and was awarded the 

Pierre Schaeffer prize for the SCAM's brouillon d'un rève grant and the La Culture de la Copie Privée 

scheme in 2020.

Expositions, lectures & performances  

SLASH SLASH festival, Dijon, March 2026 

Espace GANTNER, Bourogne, October 2024 

(((Interférence_s))), CWV de Paris, May 2024 

Le Mans SONORE, Le Mans, January 2024 

EXPERIMENTA, Grenoble, October 2022 

FMN event, Sussex University UK, May 2022 

 

Biennale SONICA ,Glasgow UK, March 2022 

Un Singe en Hiver Galery, Dijon, January 2022 

]interstice[15 festival , Caen, October 2021 

Le Millieu, Saut, January 2020 

GAMERZ festival, Aix-en-pr, November 2019 

Chateau Ephémère, Carrières-sous-P, June 2019 



INFINITE PENDULUMS 
Cinetic light & sound art 2025

INFINITE PENDULUMS, a vibratory work correlating gravity, acoustics and light. The installation 
consists of four large pendulums capable of generating their own movements from immobility 
and producing their own sounds from feedback generated in the acoustic imprint of the exhibition 
space. Through a visual scenography that interacts with the behaviour of the pendulums and the 
sound, the light chooses what to reveal or conceal about the work, to the rhythm of a global score 
that is freely (re)interpreted with each cycle.   
This work is the culmination of art & science research carried out since 2017 with the MAS-CNRS 
Platform of the Mechanics and Acoustics Laboratory in Marseille with Etienne Gourc, a researcher 
in non-linear dynamics, and Patrick Sanchez, a research engineer, followed by a Franco-Belgian 
collaboration with set designer Arié van Egmond to create the lighting. 

artistic direction 

Virgile Abela  

light design 

Arié van Egmond 

engeneering 

Etienne Gourc 

Patrick Sanchez 

Production 2025 
Plateforme MAS - LMA, Marseille 

Maison de la Tour-Le Cube, Valaurie 
Station Mir & Oblique/s, Caen 

GMEM cncm, Marseille 
Coopérative, Marseille 

Un Singe en Hiver, Dijon 
SCAN, SACEM, DRAC 

Exhibitions 
]Interstices[ 1000 festival,  

Caen, december 2025 
 

Propagation festival GMEM 
Marseille, April 2026 

 

https://vimeo.com/693443278


ZEITGEIST# 
land art / sound art, since 2020

ZEITGEIST is the generic concept for artistic and organological research behind installations, films 

and sound performances in the fields of land art, visual art and generative music based on the vi-

brations of the air and water in the landscape. Each of his forms [distinguished by a tag] is an expe-

riment in sound transduction of the vibrations of nature, in tune with the zeitgeist of the antropocene. 

ZEITGEIST draws on the heritage of sound ecology, and more specifically on the dimension of deep 

listening, a concept theorised by composer Pauline Oliveros, and extends the discovery of the har-

monica, an instrument created by Don Guilio Gattoni, capable of predicting the climate from the 

vibration of its strings. 

ZEITGEIST#4 

Résonance, exposition à Donzère, 2024 

Festival Horizon-Sancy, Montgreleix, 2023 

 

ZEITGEIST#3 

Détour numérique, St-Paul les 3 Chateaux, 2021 

 

 ZEITGEIST#2 

Biennale EXPERIMENTA, Grenoble, 2022 

SONIC PROTEST, Paris, 2021 

Mutant Radion_Performance, Paris, 2021 

Garage MU festival, Evry, 2021 

Le Placard Festival_Installation, Evry 2021 

Belastock Festival, Evry 2021 

Festival ON-octobre_numérique, Arles 2020 

 

Résidence  

Station Flottante / UrbanBoat 

Station Gare des Mines, Oise et Paris, 2021 



INNER ISLAND 
experimental music duo since 2009 with Canadian artist Jean-François Laporte

Jean-François Laporte's inventions make use of ambient air and space, using pneumatic systems 

to power his 'Tu-Yo', a kind of didgeridoo with a continuous drone modulated with the elasticity of 

a balloon, like a lung that also acts as a mouthpiece. Compressed air also excites his 'vibrating mem-

branes' and 'acoustic oscillators', creating sounds ranging from the mid-range to the high-pitched, 

like the timbres of analogue synthesis. Faced with his creations, the magnetic 'songs' and feedback 

of the guitar and the aggregates of Virgile Abela's MS10 whistle, rub, stretch and extrapolate La-

porte's provoked sounds. The confrontation between the waves, materials and sound textures of 

air and electricity mixes acoustic drones, electrical signals and electronic sounds. This vibration is 

not only acoustic, it is also spatial. The music is influenced by movement, with dissonance and 

consonance following in the footsteps of the active listener. These musical reefs brush against each 

other, dancing in fluidity, the foam pearling out like blown sounds from great organs. The place is 

important, its frequency is sought, its resonance provoked. It gives it the dimension of an amplified 

space, where each event is then an awareness of itself within this process. Inner Island expresses 

the proximity of blocks, their assertions of existence and above all their encounters, within which a 

plural expression emerges, without producing absorption, namely the discovery of an archipelago 

recognising the differences of each. This archipelago has already been sketched out musically. The 

introduction proposed by Boucourechliev in the preface to his Archipels resonates and intertwines 

in phase/out-of-phase with Inner Island: "The choice made by each performer at each moment de-

termines the course of the work, the unforeseeable; in other words, it is a function of an infinite 

number of constantly renewed collective situations that mutual listening appreciates, provokes and 

leads". Squaring the circle. 

 

Nicolas Debade, head of research and development at INA-GRM, Paris 

A Franco-Canadian co-production with productionsTOTEM CONTEMPORAIN, GMEM (cncm), Seconde Nature, ASOR, Cie SB03.  

Concerts in Marseille, Nice, Montreal, Brussels and Bamako.
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HOAXHOAX 
Postrock trio 2011 2017

«...For example, starting the album with HUACOS, a track with an almost western opening, becomes the 

prelude to a mathrock masterpiece. Moloch also presents itself with the same class, with its intricate guitar 

lines drowned in a seemingly endless carpet of sound. This album makes HoaxHoax a unique project. The 

energy and concentrated musicality make this band a real discovery...»

GONZO (Holland)

Shot Re Volver 55’ 2015/2016 produced by Olivier Reyre at Onde Source Studio, Marseille 

LP releases > AtypeekMusic (Fr) / BlindsightRecords (Uk) / SmallScaleMusic (Ca) 

HOAXHOAX / Virgile Abela - guitar + David Merlo - bass + Damien Ravnich - drums & keyboards



EMY & HOAXHOAX 
generative video 2015
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  supermarchés
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Rôles H/F

« Quand tu sauras mon crime et le sort qui m’accable

Je n’en mourrai pas moins, j’en mourrai plus capable » Phèdre 1-3 v241

AVEU

DECLARATION

DENONCIATION

MEURTRE

PUNITION

A HAUTEUR

A HAUTEUR

d’homme

de la guerre

« oui mais si la meuf s’habille provoque…»

Anne se déshabille (hors de l’écran) et revêt une canadienne

c’est d’une décence douteuse.

oui enlevé le pouce dans la scie…

C’est la main qui tient la scie la planche
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Comment le passé nous rattrape Chaque personnage est rattrapé par
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The puppets. tout est déjà décidé!

Pas de temporalité unifié dans une surfaces unique unifiées
des

Les 70 ans de la vie d’un homme

crépusculaire et trouble

Steve Hofmann Riemann
Spe Ingénieur de Char. + Sténographe

les auteurs incontournables

le chevalier blanc - l’avocat de l’inertie - l’homme sous pression

la voix - l’intransigeant

TOP DOWN    BOTTOM DOWN

12

Anthropofagie Capitaliste
NETWORK système d’autodestruction

mauvais sujet : conspiration
Everythig is already been decided

2g véronalLSD  CIA  IBM

la cruauté est indigne de la robe que vous portez

«rien n’est dégoutant quand on s’aime»

ASSASSINS + DÉPORTÉS (Antoine F.Prevost 1731)

nous deux toujours seuls au Paradis - Quitter le camp pour un désert

SURVIVRE
SURMOURRIR

mort

tout ce chemin pour venir mourrir près de toi

emmène moi au bords de l’eau

une déchirure en haut du sein gauche

   dans sa robe

je vais me reposer - Essaye de vivre

Je t’aime

Tu es à moi maintenant

no more DOGLOVERS

p1
p2

p3 p4 p5
p6 p7

p8
p9

pn px

(E150D)

Bassiste Sun Râ

zàkhari (fem.)

*METÀ

De l’eau sucrée

le glucagon incite le foie

à libérer du Çucre dans le sang

la tumeur s’était métastasée dans le foie

29 acides

C
oc

aC
ol

a
B

ou
te

ill
e

Extra fluide coca

acide citriq
ue 85ml

Caféine 28ml

sucre 30 (unité de mesure illis
ible)

Eau 1OL

jus de citro
n 946ml

Vanille 28ml

Caramel 42,5ml (couleur)

Arôme 7X (56,6ml pour 18,9L)

Alcool 227ml

H.E. 

Orange 20 goutte
s

citro
n 30

muscade 10

coria
ndre 5

Neroli 1
0 (b

ergamote)

Canelle 10

Devil

WÜRDIGUNG

Bonnet de grand mère Lumière chaleur eléctricité magnétisme et gravité

surimpression sans fond

…, c’est une question

O1 O2 O3
O4

O6…

figure

Scéance

Stèle 1

p1+p2+… p1€+p2€+…
épisode
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Interim

1939 2001 2011

Etat positif

n’est pas négation

UN œutre étatKudelski

Stella Vox

MUSHIN or MUSLIM

find the psychotoc path

Horizontal

ouvert

intégré

SPORT
ART

Neutre

Grammaire Biologie
l’économie

Procès

à

l’horizon

tous les détails

se termine notre vue

Neutre
Suspension   du

Jugement moral

elle commence par d
isparaître

par a
voir 

disparu
.

Calcination du langage

le langage ne peut plus éviter de s’y multiplier

par lui-même. Comme atteint par une maladie

interne de prolifération

Billiaire
Cellule du Pancréas       

    Foie par la vésicule

plancher pelvien   *

creu pauplité

*  pelvis-os bassin     pubis

TA   DOUCIR Un faux Neutre

État d’Interim

après une catastrophe

l’iNHUMANITé

Solitude (de Sade)

crushroom

focal point

hearth

hospitalityhotbed of humanity

la Maladie du Monde

zone mais pas un lieu

un nœud (musculaire)

Une vierge qiu n’a même plus la figure d’une vierge

Chateau * (Interim) Camp

Privilège d’un chef d’Etat

Çucre = Khôra
n’est pas un sujet, Ni le subjectile

mais un projet, un projectile

toujours vierge d’une virginité radicalement

rebelle à l’anthropomorphisme

les pieds dans une bassine d’eau de sel

Ravissement

Assekrem / Thrash Vortex / Aral / Cerro Torre

La perversité humaine

Viol Castration chimique

Séparation du travail

Noyau de pêche

2011 APPLE / Steve Jobs Glucagon (çucre dans le sang)Interim Catastrophe après, 2001

Surface de Riemann

Ergot de seigle

le feu de St Antoine / Le mal des Ardents

L’affaire du Pain Maudit / Pont St Esprit

La mort mystérieuse du Dr Franck Olson (53)

Oliver Boothby (13 ans) en 1996

Botulinum

Hoffmann là où le sujet et l’objet se confondent

Roman de Terreur fin XVIII

FICTION

Sucre
Stèles

L’AMOUR SE FAIT IMMÉDIATement
LIEUX DE LA RÉTHORIQUES

chez nous en Égypte tout est

écrits

même votre propre histoire

« les yeux de Hitler sur moi »

herman Buhl ascension Nanga Parbat

(Pervitine)
Enigme

JAMAIS RIEN
SANS SE DONNER À VOIR

CONCEVOIR

l’énigme du mille feuille DIEU est à refaire

Différentiel

Un dialogue qui aurait eu lieu la veille

TRICHERIE

Le lieu desaffecté

il y a

SALUER?

° Une femme est une anguille

n’étant pour ainsi dire qu’un point

à chaque extrémité du langage

Les figures innervent la contemplentation

le film s’inscrit d’après des fruits alimentaires

Comparaison

«Comparer» Une femme

une nourrice

une peau

la peau d’un abricot

d’un gland

d’une pêche

to play smthg to see

I’m going 

to play 

you something

il n’y en n’a qu’une si divisible soit elle

BAN
EXCEPTION

VIVE LA VIE

NOTHOFAGUS ANTARTICA

SACCHAROMICES EUBAYANUS

shot /revolv er stèle 3

Mapping of the architecture of the video sequences corresponding to their place in the hard 

disk that a patch selects using text tags stimulated by HOAXHOAX's music in real time accor-

ding to certain concepts found in architecture and biology.  

 

Artistic director Virgile Abela  

Video writing Nicolas Gerber  

Programming on max/msp Sylvain Delbart 



EXPERIENCE PROTEODIQUE 
bio-music since 2021

Project on the sonification of proteins in search of what biology has to tell us about music, with 

the aim of composing sound images of the genetic interpretation of living things. Development of 

software on max/msp based on "the epigenetic process of protein biosynthesis by resonance of 

scales", a scientific discovery patented by the physicist Joel Sterheimer, consisting of transposing 

the quantum vibrations of amino acids to our field of physical perception by octave scales, in order 

to address living organisms using a principle of sympathetic excitation. This tool makes it possible 

to translate genetic codes into sound frequencies, using a methodological approach based on the 

laws of music, based on the musical score represented by the genetic sequences of amino acid 

chains. 

FoxO

Apoptosome

FoxO

Apaf1

Procaspase 3B Caspase 3B active

Procaspase 3C Caspase 3C active

Stress
fonctionnel

Stress fonctionnel = sortie du Cytc de la mitochondrie (rôle de messager) vers le cytoplasme de la cellule = arrêt de la mitochondrie (centrale énergétique de la cellule). Reprise de FoxO, 
signal proapoptotique

Acte III, formation de l’ apoptosome = interaction entre Cyt c + procaspase3A + Apaf1, activation de la caspase 3A effectrice, début de la mort programmée, processus irréversible. 

Complexe IVComplexe IV Complexe IIIComplexe III

Cytc1

Cytb

CO1

CO2

CO3

Cytc1

Cytb

CO1

CO2

CO3

Caspase 3A active (homodimère)

Cytc

Acte II, le Cytc alterne entre le complexe III et IV pour le transfert d’un électron sur le complexe IV puis revient chercher un électron avec le complexe III. Entre les deux, il effectue un 
va-et-vient et circule librement  (joue…) seul.

Acte I Création - cellules souches Acte III Destruction - cellules apoptotiques Acte II Equilibre - cellules commises

FoxO

Acte I, multiplication des cellules souche qui expriment FoxO (partition en canon ???). Apparition des cellules commises fonctionnelles (signal = début de la machinerie énergétique = Cytc
et arrêt de FoxO)

= clivage protéolytique

FoxO

Régénération tissulaire chez l’hydre – Mythe (cycle?) de l’éternité (mourir pour renaitre)

Procaspase 3A

Project developed in collaboration with biologist Yvan Perez from the Observatoire des Sciences de l'Univers,  

the Institut Pythéas and the Musicology Department of Aix-Marseille-University.



François et Claire 
performative installation 2016

Created by Jean-Michel Bruyère for the Rhurfestspiel festival in Recklinghausen, Germany. 

An immersive performance lasting 8 hours, inspired by 5 years in the life of Saint Francis of Assisi, 

bringing together several installations and scenic spaces.

Create mixes from 64 incoming sources on 16 loudspeakers, max/msp & Yamha cl5.



Remembrances of a premonition 
Horspiel (radiophonic creation) 2012

Horspiel based on a recording of the Saint Clair manuscript, by and about the architect Brian 

Anson. I wanted to highlight the strong elements of a text that is not punctuated, but also to use 

the voice as sound material. It is an expiatory and poetic text reflecting on post-war modernity, 

which I have confronted with personal archives of violent, chaotic, political and poetic city sounds. 

 

composition and recordings by Virgile Abela 

text and reading by Brian Anson  

additional sounds by Luc Ferrari  

production Studio Euphonia 

 

finalist in the PHONURGIA NOVA international radio creation competition,  

broadcast at the Gaité Lyrique, Paris. 

 

radio broadcasts on RAI3 (Italy), Radio Grenouille (France), Resonance FM (UK), Radio Panik (Be) 



Web links
mail website facebook vimeo youtube soundcloud bandcamp 

ACOUSTIC PENDULUM Web page, press pack, pics & video

INFINITE PENDULUMS Web page, text, pics & video

ZEITGEIST Web page, text, pics & video

INNER ISLAND Web page, text, pics & video

HOAXHOAX Web page, press pack, pics & video

REMEMBRANCES OF A PREMONITION Web page, sound 

http://virgileabela@hotmail.com
https://www.virgileabela.com
https://www.facebook.com/virgile.abela
https://vimeo.com/user24899011
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvLR4e9zv51E_053zDUNShg/videos
https://soundcloud.com/virgile-abela
https://virgileabela.bandcamp.com/
https://www.virgileabela.com/pendule-acoustique-1
https://www.virgileabela.com/infinite-pendulums
https://www.virgileabela.com/zeitgeist
https://www.virgileabela.com/jf-laporte-avec-virgile-abela
https://www.virgileabela.com/hoaxhoax
https://www.virgileabela.com/remembrances-of-a-premonition

